CHAPTER XXVII
THEOTJGH FOREIGN EYES
" Praise enough
To fill the ambition of a private man,
That Chatham's language was his mother tongue
And Wolfe's great name compatriot with his own."
W.   COWPEB.
TRAVELLING- about the world before the Great
War, no one could fail to notice that the name
of Mr. Lloyd George had already become an
ensign. Men tad begun to apply it to that
particular type of statesman, becoming happily
less rare, who take risks on behalf of the " com-
mon people/' It had become a way of classi-
fying a statesman to speak of him as 's Our
Lloyd George." This was especially the case
with little nations. In Norway, for instance,
during the winter of 1913-14, I found that that
remarkable social reformer, Mr. Castberg, was
generally spoken of as the " Norwegian Lloyd
eorge " ;  and on meeting him I was surprised
to find how closely he was modelling his policy
on that of the British statesman.   His chief
aspiration was to meet Mr. Lloyd George and
discuss with him Ms own schemes for simplifying
and enlarging Norwegian social insurance and
reforming their land system.
This was but one example of a very general